
The transition from university to professional practice can be formidable. New people, new expecta-
tions and new environments further complicate the transition. One learns that professional practice is 
more than calculations on engineering paper.

Graeme Ballantyne, a recent SUNY Buffalo graduate student, will first discuss his transition into 
professional practice, from Philadelphia and later to San Francisco, both with Thornton-Tomasetti. He 
will then introduce his firm and some of the interesting projects he is currently involved with, includ-
ing the design of a new 1900ft long below grade transit terminal structure in San Francisco, and the 
forensic investigation of the August 2007 collapse of the I35W Bridge in Minneapolis.
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