
The MCEER vertical file is a repository for many non-traditional publications. These include unpublished papers, bro-
chures, posters, or brief reports (sometimes called gray literature) that contain information useful and important for the

earthquake engineering and hazard mitigation community. Because such materials do not fit stan-
dard library categories, they are difficult to catalog and keep track of in the library. Thus, to provide
access to these materials, they are numbered, abstracted for the QUAKELINE® database, and
placed in the vertical file. In a bit of librariana, according to Harrods Librarians Glossary, 2000, a
vertical file is: a drawer or number of drawers in which a collection of pamphlets, cuttings, corre-
spondence, or similar materials is arranged on their edges (vertically!). Users can identify vertical
file materials when they perform a topical literature search on the QUAKELINE® database or on
Earthquakes and the Built Environment Index (EBEI) on CD-ROM.

Vertical file items are often very interesting and unique. Recent additions to this collection include:

■ Beyond the Earthquake: An Initial Inventory of Monuments Damaged in the Earthquake (Umbria 1997). Rome:
Gangemi Editore, 1997.

■ Dixit, Amod Mani, Laura Dwelly-Samant, Mahesh Nakarmi, Brian Tucker, and Shiva Bahadur
Pradhanang. The Kathmandu Valley: Earthquake Risk Management.

■ Action Plan. National Society for Earthquake Technology-Nepal, Kathmandu, 1999.

■ Introduction to Building Codes: A Guide to Understanding the Codes and How They Work.
National Conference of States on Building Codes and Standards, Herndon, VA, 1999.

■ Khalturin, V., L. Dwelly, and B. Tucker. Lessons for Central Asia: Strategies for Urban Earth-
quake Risk Management for the Central Asian Republics. Stanford, CA: GeoHazards International, 1997.

■ Northridge Earthquake Transportation Response: After-Action Report. Compiled by the City of Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Transportation (March 1994).

■ Weisman, Ellen. Disaster Preparedness: Ready for Earth, Air, Fire and Water (and Who Knows What Else?). Health Facilities
Management, May 1994, pages 18-25.

Copies of any vertical file item can be requested by contacting the Information Service via e-mail at
mceeris@acsu.buffalo.edu. ❖
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